voleut acts, will certainly be rewarded. Duryodhana's down-
fall was chiefly due to his getting worked up seeing the fame
of his cousins. He deprived them of their riches by dubious
methods. Most heinous among his atrocious acts was to
derive pleasure in seeing Draupadi suffer before public.

23. God will rush to devotee's rescue

One of ihe innumerable and rare traits of God is His
readiness to extricate His devotees when they are involved in
baffling situations. Instances are many where He has gone
to their rescue at the appropriate hour. But imagine where
two of His devotees, who are in opposite camps and holding
opposite views, approaching God for His guidance. In Such
a predicament. God with His Supreme powers, knows how to
resolve the tangle and save both of them.

In the Mahabharata, such an episode has been incorpo-
rated where God had to keep His words extended to two per-
sons. Lord Krishna so cleverly played His role that both
were satisfied, though for the sake of honouring the state-
ment made by one among them who had formidable faith in
Him, He had to enact a drama. Refer to Bheeshma''s words
addressed to the Lord "You have the power to kill billions
ofBhceshmas but if you pose as a human being, that you are
a charioteer, you cannot punish me because I have obtained
a boon that I shall die only when I want. But if you accept
that you are God, then you can easily send the sacred disk to
finish me." Those who listen to the passage (of Bheeshma)
will derive mental peace. For the sake of a devotee. He
even gave up a pledge. Bheeshma fought with all the strength
at his command, yet Duryodhana felt that he was partial to
the Pandavas and Kama even insulted him. Bheeshma said
that wise men hired by politicians could not speak the truth
but have to adjust to the whims and fancies of the employers.
As he had eaten the food of Duryodhana, he vowed he would
create havoc among the enemy's camp and even make Lord
Krishna, their protector, rush to their rescue.

Lord Krishna, had however, taken an oath that in the
23